Designated SLT for remote education provision: Rebecca Foxton

Remote education provision: information for
parents
This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or
carers about what to expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire
cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.
For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the
final section of this page.

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home
A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our
standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of
remote teaching.

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the
first day or two of pupils being sent home?
Staff will upload lessons each day and continue to provide feedback through the Show My
Homework site. Please refer to our video of how to access all work on Show My Homework
via the school website: http://www.brinsworthacademy.org.uk/homework/ . Staff will also
be available on e-mail with the format - initiallastname@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk
Show My Homework is an online platform that is accessible via a range of devices: phones,
tablets, laptops and PCs.

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be
taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in
school?
We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and
appropriate. However, we have needed to make some adaptations in some subjects. For
example, some of our English texts are not available online and PE lessons will be slightly
adapted so that students can take part in physical activities whilst working remotely.
Equally, some of our more ICT based subjects and ADT lessons will have been adapted so
that students have the resources they will need at home.
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Remote teaching and study time each day
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each
day?
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will
take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:
Secondary school-aged pupils

Students will be provided with at least 4
hours of learning equivalent to the
lessons that they would have in school
that day.

Accessing remote education
How will my child access any online remote education you are
providing?
All students’ work will be uploaded onto Show My Homework. Please refer to our video of
how to access all work on Show My Homework via the school website:
http://www.brinsworthacademy.org.uk/homework/
There will also be recorded content via PowerPoint or Loom.
Those students who have consent, will also be invited to access live lessons on Microsoft
Teams where appropriate. This facility will allow staff to be able to ask direct questions and
receive responses during the lesson.
Students may also be invited to join a smaller Microsoft Teams seminar style session where
there will be a selected group of students invited so that the member of staff can address any
misconceptions, give more specific feedback based on students’ work and offer opportunities
to develop pieces further.
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If my child does not have digital or online access at home,
how will you support them to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take
the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:
•

If you would like to borrow a laptop whilst your son/daughter is studying from home,
please email bfoxton@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk , their Head of Year or Richard
Lewis (Remote Education Administrator – rlewis@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk)
and arrangements can be made to deliver these to your home address.

•

If you do not have internet connection (for example, routers or dongles), please let us
know at this time and we can provide a dongle.

•

We can also apply to increase your data allowance on your mobile phone (on certain
networks: Three, Smarty, EE, Virgin Mobile, Tesco Mobile and Sky Mobile) and in
certain circumstances. We will need the name of the account holder, the number of
the mobile device and the mobile network that the device is on i.e. EE.

•

If your son/daughter would prefer to access their work via printed materials, please
contact their Head of year or Richard Lewis. (rlewis@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk)
These pieces can them be returned to class teachers as you son/daughter returns to
the academy.

How will my child be taught remotely?
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:
•

If students have consent, they will be invited to live sessions by their class teacher via
Microsoft Teams.

•

Recorded teaching (video/audio recordings made by teachers).

•

Activities and tasks set as part of recorded lessons on Word/PDF files.

•

Printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets).

•

Commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas,
including video clips or sequences such as BBC Bitesize, Hegarty Maths and You Tube.
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Engagement and feedback
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and
the support that we as parents and carers should provide at home?
Whilst your son/daughter is accessing remote education, it is always a good idea to provide
as much structure as possible to their day so it is clear when they should be accessing the
work they have been set and when they should still be able to relax and enjoy some free
time.
We understand that all families are different and may have a number of people trying to
work from home at the same time, but, wherever possible, please try to provide a quiet
space where they are able to concentrate and complete the work they have been set. If your
son/daughter is accessing a live lesson, they should ensure their device’s camera and
microphone is turned off (unless they are directed by their teacher to contribute to the
lesson by answering or asking a question).
Take some time each day to ask them how they are coping with this different way of learning
and don’t hesitate to contact the academy should you have any questions or queries. Form
Tutors are always happy to help and can ensure your questions are answered.

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and
how will I be informed if there are concerns?
Teaching staff will access Show My Homework each day so that they can stay up to date with
the tasks being uploaded by students and so that they can provide feedback or respond to
any questions or queries.
Staff will also call or email you if students have not been engaging with Show My Homework
or completing the work for their subject area.
Richard Lewis, our Remote Education Administrator will also liaise with staff, parents and
carers if a student has not been accessing Show My Homework or completing the tasks set in
order to ascertain if there is an issue in accessing the site or if any other assistance is
required. You will be contacted via telephone or email so that support can be offered.
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How will you assess my child’s work and progress?
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments
for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked
automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many
others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows:
Students will be offered feedback directly on the pieces they submit on a weekly basis. This
may be more regular if a quiz has been marked automatically. Lessons will also be adapted
and references made to whole-class trends and patterns based on pieces submitted.
Live lessons and seminar-style sessions will also give staff a chance to be able to verbally
feedback to students and give further explanations in order to clarify their explanations or
develop responses a little further.
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Additional support for pupils with particular needs
How will you work with me to help my child who needs
additional support from adults at home to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs
and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support
from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we
will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:
Our Achievement Support Team continue to work with students throughout their period of
remote learning through a variety of means: telephone calls, Microsoft Teams sessions and
via email. These opportunities provide a chance for staff to check-in with students and
answer questions they may have or discuss particular pieces they are having difficulties with.
Where possible this team provides remote lessons or learning conversations for pupils who
have the greatest difficulty accessing remote work. These pupils also have access to a
number of platforms that we use in school to use remotely, this allows students to continue
to practice key skills, these platforms include Lexia, Mathletics and home/school learning
packages e.g. EdPlace. These can all be accessed from home and our team offer support and
guidance with these. In all cases where learners with SEND are asked to work remotely the
SENCo and Achievement Support team create a plan of intervention which they feel will
ensure the remote provision provided will best meet the needs of the individual learner.

Remote education for self-isolating pupils
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in
school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole
groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will
their remote education differ from the approaches described above?
If individuals or small groups of students are working from home if they have been asked to
by the academy or if a member of their family is awaiting a test result or has tests positive,
then work from their timetabled lessons will be uploaded each day to Show My Homework
by their class teachers. Students may also be invited to join their live lessons via Microsoft
Teams.
In the same way as described above, students will receive feedback at least weekly in order
to praise, support and offer guidance where needed. Staff will also be available on e-mail
with the format - initiallastname@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk
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HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD WITH REMOTE EDUCATION

We understand that this is a challenging time. Balancing work with support of home learning,
supporting more than one child, navigating various emotions caused by the lockdown, varying
levels of motivation and resilience on the part of learners, access to technology and a range of
other challenges is something that we are all coping with and managing with in our own family
circumstances. We hope that by setting out clear expectations and working to keep lines of
communication open, difficulties can be addressed and support can be offered to you
throughout this period of remote learning.
Remote Learning will comprise of:
•

•

Lessons delivered live using Microsoft Teams or by a recorded /
narrated PowerPoint with access to a teacher through Show My
Homework for questions at the time when they would usually have
their lesson.
Seminar style sessions where a smaller group within a class is invited by their teacher to
discuss their engagement with the lessons and learning so far that week and
respond directly to individual questions and give feedback to tasks set.
• Work set using Show My Homework to cover appropriate curriculum
time (mirroring ‘normal’ curriculum time) for that day/week, sub-divided
into the appropriate number of lessons

•

•

•

•

Work set in line with agreed subject curriculum intent – we will continue to deliver the
material your son/daughter need to know but also check and support their
understanding as we go along
Work set providing activities that are clearly explained to provide learners with
opportunities to deepen their learning as well as to be clear on the key elements of
what they need to do if they are struggling.
Feedback provided by class teachers on the work submitted – this will be done in live
Microsoft Teams Lessons, via comments on Show My Homework and email, in seminar
sessions and in the marking of quizzes and pieces of work submitted.
Pastoral support from Form Tutors and members of the support staff team for all
learners, and SEND learners in particular to support learner wellbeing.

Please refer to our video of how to access all work on Show My Homework via the school
website: http://www.brinsworthacademy.org.uk/homework
Staff will also be available on e-mail with the format initiallastname@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk
Show My Homework is an online platform that is accessible via a range of devices: phones,
tablets, laptops and PCs.
Accessing online resources
•

If you would like to lend a laptop whilst your son/daughter is studying from home,
please email bfoxton@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk , their Head of Year or Richard
Lewis (Remote Education Administrator – rlewis@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk) and
arrangements can be made to deliver these to your home address subject the
availability.

•

If you do not have internet connection (for example, routers or dongles), please let us
know at this time and we can provide a dongle.

•

In some circumstances, we can also apply to increase your data allowance on your
mobile phone (on certain networks: Three, Smarty, EE, Virgin Mobile, Tesco Mobile and
Sky Mobile). We will need the name of the account holder, the number of the mobile
device and the mobile network that the device is on i.e. EE.

•

If your son/daughter would prefer to access their work via printed materials, please
contact their Head of year or Richard Lewis. (rlewis@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk)
These pieces can them be returned to class teachers as you son/daughter returns to the
academy.

How best to provide support and structure for Remote Learning
Whilst your son/daughter is accessing remote education, it is always a good idea to provide as
much structure as possible to their day so it is clear when they should be accessing the work
they have been set and when they should still be able to relax and enjoy some free time or go
and take part in their daily exercise.
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Daily Exercise

Monday
Completed
Tuesday
Completed
Wednesday
Completed
Thursday
Completed
Friday
Completed

We understand that all families are different and may
have a number of people trying to work from home at
the same time, but, wherever possible, please try to
provide a quiet space where students are able to
concentrate and complete the work they have been
set. If your son/daughter is accessing a live lesson,
they should ensure their device’s camera and
microphone is turned off (unless they are directed by
their teacher to contribute to the lesson by answering
or asking a question).

Take some time each day to ask them how they are
coping with this different way of learning and don’t
hesitate to contact the academy should you have any
questions or queries. Form Tutors are always happy
to help and can ensure your questions are answered.
Take a look at the video provided by the EEF to help
with supporting a daily routine for students during
this time:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MO9SDGRgi3c

Particularly with secondary aged children, your encouragement of,
and interest in, children’s learning is more important than direct
involvement. It is extremely helpful for you to know about the work
that is sent home and support our children to do it rather than get
directly involved in the actual assignments. You can log into Show
My Homework and see the work that your child has been set for
that day. The work set is aimed at learners so that they can be
guided through it by their teachers, rather than needing direct
supervision by parents who will more than likely have a range of
other commitments to attend to.

Top tips for creating a productive learning environment in the home

• Ensure all distractions are switched off or well out of reach –
mobile phones should be switched off / on silent or placed in another
room; the TV also shouldn’t be on.

•
•

•

Provide a table or suitable flat surface and a chair for
work to be completed on.
Ensure that learners remain hydrated with water
and are able to eat in line with a regular routine.

Conversation – during learning or once learning has taken place, talk about it – ask your
child(ren) what they learned during their last hour or during the day – ask questions –
you don’t need to know the answers. If you have more than one child, get them doing
this together – there is a lot to be said for peer supported learning! “What do you know
now that you didn’t when you started this task?” “Explain... to me” “Tell me about ….”

Managing time, coping with remote learning and setting goals
As adults, we have lots of experience at managing our time – students will need support and
guidance with this. They will need to ask and be encouraged to think about questions like:
What do I want to achieve over the course of this hour or this day’s learning?

Setting goals

What order am I going to tackle my work in? What resources do I need?

Planning

Learning isn’t always easy; schedules can be flexible – if something isn’t working, Perseverance
don’t argue about it as frustrating as it might be, build in a break and come back
to it later or tomorrow.
As adults, we have lots of experience at managing our time – your son/daughter The management of time
should lead and follow guidelines and try to stick to them. Have they got all of
and materials
the materials they need (so they don’t have to waste time later trying to find
something later)?
Work is set by teachers with the best of intentions. Seek advice if it helps but
develop your son/daughter’s independence so they can try to solve a
problem themselves first.

The management of
attentiveness and
emotions

Seven Top Tips to Support Reading at Home
Shared reading is a great way to develop children’s language and communication and to boost
their reading skills.

Regular reading routines can offer lots of opportunities for learning during school closures.

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch
There are a number of staff and resources who can help you at this time.
•
•

•

•

Form tutors will be in touch daily to check-in with students and see how their days have
been. Students can also email them directly if they have any questions or queries.
Subject teachers – Students can email their teaching staff if they have any questions. All
staff will be available during their class’ timetabled lesson and they can get in touch
using the format: - initiallastname@brisnworth.rotherham.sch.uk
Heads of Year will be calling students and families and getting in touch via email to make
sure students are coping with the pressures of working remotely. Students are always
able to email them themselves if they require any support.
For support with Show My Homework, accessing remote learning or enquiring about the
loan of a laptop, please contact Richard Lewis (rlewis@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk) or
Rebecca Foxton (bfoxton@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk)

