
Forces

 

SPEEDING UP 

Representing Forces 

We can use force diagrams to show 

forces.  The arrows always start from the 

object that we are thinking about and 

point outwards.  The size of the arrow 

shows how large the forces are. If they 

are the same size, the force is balanced, if 

they are different, the forces are 

unbalanced 

 

Balanced forces – an object is at rest, or 

moving in a straight line at a constant 

speed.  

Unbalanced forces – the object is speeding 

up, slowing down, changing direction or 

changing shape 

Velocity – Time graphs 

 

The steeper the line, the faster the acceleration. 

Flat lines show a constant velocity 

Distance-Time graphs – these show how far an abject 

has moved from its starting point over time. 
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Useful links 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4brd2p/articles/zs3896f 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-yT0UUMyUM 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4brd2p/articles/zs3896f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-yT0UUMyUM

