
Keyword Definition

Religion the belief in and worship of a superhuman controlling power, 
especially a personal God or gods

Worldview a particular philosophy of life or conception 
of/way of understanding the world.

Influence the action or process of producing effects on the 
actions, behaviour, opinions, etc., of another or others

Perception to recognise, discern, envision, or understand

Secular of or relating to worldly things or to things that are not 
regarded as religious, spiritual, or sacred

Y7 Autumn Term 1 – What is religion and why do we have religion?

What is religion?

Ninian Smart (first RS professor in the world-
Lancaster University) - 7 stages of religion:
1. Beliefs and teachings
2. Material
3. Ritual
4. Stories
5. Feelings
6. Social
7.Rules

Theology
-believing

Philosophy
-thinking

Social Science
-living

Thinking about what it 
means to believe
Asking questions that 
believers of a faith 
may ask
Exploring questions 
from inside religions.

Pondering the nature 
of knowledge, 
existence and morality

This includes ethical 
questions 
and debates.

The 'lived experience' 
of members of a 
religion.

Exploring what 
happens 
when theology meets 
everyday life.
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Worldviews

The Eight Worldview Questions
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